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Opportunity for NAML and 
individual labs 

“The place-based knowledge 

that field stations provide makes 
better informed resource managers,  

decision-makers, and citizens.” 



Telling the story of dynamic, changing 
coastal ecosystems 



Telling the story of dynamic, changing 
coastal ecosystems 



Story of dynamic changing coastal 
communities still to be worked out… 



Marine labs have a role in 
telling the story 



• Andrew $10B 

• Katrina $60B 

• Sandy $50B 

NAML’s role – local stories have 
national significance 

National Flood Insurance Payments 



IAN can help formulate and 
communicate these stories 

• IAN’s aim is to enable better 
communication to empower 
change. 

• 3 main focus areas 

– Develop science communication 
products 

– Ecosystem report cards 

– Training 



• Expand NAML mission? 

• Proof of concept project – develop, implement 
communications strategy 

– Work with 4-6 “early adopter” labs 

– Gather, illustrate best practices 

– Template for sustained effort by NAML members 

• Build case for sustaining support from federal, 
state, and other sources 

Place-based knowledge makes better 
decision-makers  



Thanks! 

William Nuttle 
wnuttle@umces.edu 

Ian.umces.edu 

https://medium.com/stories-of-
coastal-change-and-resilience 


